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Q.  Your review shows a mil worth $145,766. In 2018 mil was worth $148,403 (from 2019 dated audit). What is reason for reduction?

A.  The value of a mill used for budgetary purposes is reduced by a percentage for uncollectible accounts, usually 4% to 6%. For instance, the assessed value for FY20-21 at 100% is $154,249,960 and the value of a mill at 100% is $154,249.96.  However, because the County does not collect 100% of the tax levied, the revenue is conservatively calculated based upon a reduced value.  Going forward, the presentation will state that value of a mill at 100% and the value used to prepare the budget. 
  
Q. In 2019-2020 Budget revenue shows $527,000 but shows it did not receive any revenue. What caused the budgeted revenue increase of $140,000 increase in Cherry Point Revenue.  Prior to 2019-2020 there was no account listed for Cherry Point revenue or cost. 

A.  The revenue is recorded on another line item and will be reclassified before the final financials are issued.  Prior to 2019-2020, there was a contract with Hardeeville to provide fire services in the Cherry Point Fire District.  The budget increased as a result of an increase in assessed property values in the Fire District.  

058- Detention 

Q. Jail Supplies last year were budgeted for $65,000 dollars spent $35,712 in this budget you raised it to $68,250.  Why raise it when the budget last year was much more then was spent? 

A. The prior year expenditures were $75,834.  COVID-19 has reduced the number of inmates housed at the Detention Center since March, therefore, the amount spent in this line item has been less than anticipated.  However, as the number of inmates returns to normal levels, the amount expended will increase.  

Q. In-Mate Housing last year budget was $40,000 and $4083 spent In this budget again you give $40,000. At least reduce the dollars to $20,000.

A.  This line item is used to pay other jurisdictions to house inmates on behalf of Jasper County.  In some cases, there are “mutual aid” agreements in place and in other cases there are none.  It is anticipated that not all the current agreements will be renewed and the County will have to pay for the housing of inmates outside of the County.  

060-Planning- 

Q.  Food for meetings?

A. I don’t know what is being asked here. The Planning Commission is provided food if the meeting takes place during a mealtime.  
 
Q.  Planning Expense 2019-2020 budget $50,000 spent -$0- 2020-2021 budget calls
      for $50,000. What is going to be different this year?

A.  The planning expense line item is used for special projects, including land use studies and GIS mapping.  The closure related to COVID -19 delayed the projects for this fiscal year.  However, it is anticipated that the projects originally planned for this fiscal year will happen in FY20-21.  

062- Inter department-

Q. Why is medical so high when other departments were much lower (budget vs. spending)? 

A.  The medical insurance for inter-departmental is higher than budgeted resulting from an incorrect application of the policy.  The medical insurance in the other departments has increased as a result of a correction to the monthly journal entry. 

Q.  I assume the employee appreciation budget is for the Jasper County Christmas Party.

A.  The amount is for the holiday party and for other expenditures such as flowers for bereavement, recognition awards to build morale, etc. 

Q. Emergency Fund 2019-2020 budgeted $70,000 spent $12904. Council has previously said there is no emergency or contingency fund. Is that not what the 33% in the general fund is for.

A.  The Emergency Fund is for events that are beyond the control of the County but may require immediate action.  For example, if an HVAC unit at the Court House requires replacement in August, the County can expend the funds to quickly replace the unit.

Q.  Joint Planning- 2019-2020 budget was $3000 nothing spent- 2020-2021 -Budgeted $3000- Why does budget have this cost?

A.  This was budgeted for an anticipated County cost-sharing contribution to the Regional Housing Trust Fund through SoLoCo to hire a consultant to prepare an inventory of affordable housing in the County and surrounding jurisdictions.  The study was bid; however, the only respondent was not qualified.  COVID-19 closures have delayed the project.  

Q.  Debt Interest. Budget $19000. Is this Marsh Cove related?

A.  Yes.  

Q. 084-Solid Waste Disposal- Waste tire Disposal 2019-2020 budget $35000 no dollars spent-2020-2012 calls for $35000. Is this not a state function?   I think there is a tire disposal tax to pay for tire disposal.

A.  The County receives reimbursement from the State through a grant.  This amount is budgeted for amounts that may be expended over the grant amount. 

Q.  Recycling Equipment 2019-2020 budget $55000 nothing spent 2020-2021 has $50,000.  What equipment is scheduled to be bought?

A.  The County purchases five (5) recycling containers and one (1) compactor annually.  The bid process was delayed as a result of the COVID-19 closure; however, it is anticipated that the funds will be expended before year-end.

Q.  087 Mosquito Control- 2019-2020 budget salary was $6046 nothing spent 2020-2021 budget has $6046- I have to assume this is unfilled position. You have chemical and vehicle expense and $246 dollars in O/T. Labor costs do not appear to reflect budgeted expense. If the spraying season is 3 months, it comes out to spraying about 8 hrs a month (using $10 dollars an hr)

A.  Mosquito spraying is performed by employees of the County assigned to other departments and requires a reclassification.  However, in the FY20-21 budget the salary amount has been removed.  

Q.  088 Litter Control- budget 2020-2021 is $10000 Why would not the $25000 Litter Control cost under Keep Jasper Beautiful (092) be in this cost center?

A.  The $25,000 is an appropriation to the Jasper Soil & Water Conservation District, while the $10,000 is for County expenditures for litter control.  

Q.  091 Accommodation Tax-2019-2020- budget $42750. spent nothing, 2020-2021 budgets $42750.  

A.  The Accommodation Tax expenditures are recorded at year-end when the final payment from the state is received.  

Q.  The 2019-2020 budget called for $15000 dollars in rent Jasper shows receiving $1000.The 2020-2021 budget calls for $15000 in rent.  The cost of running the airport is budgeted to be $85,000 with a request of over a million. Is there revenue someplace else that I cannot see? the 2018-2019 showed no revenue nor cost attached to Airport.

A.  The terms of the hangar leases were changed during the FY19-20 from five-year leases to annual leases which reduced the annual budget amount.  Currently, the only revenue directly generated by the Airport is from hangar leases.  


